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WESTEDGE

DESIGNFAIR

2 0 1 5 . S A N TA M O N I C A . C A L I F O R N I A
a hangar on the
california coast
turns yearly
into a design
mecca, playing
host to a
curated display
of luxury wares.
we share our
favorites.

TEXT BY
BRANDON SMITH
TRENDS BY
LAURA D.
SCHWARTZ-MULLER
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I n a n o t s o d i s t a n t p a s t , B a r ke r H a n g a r h o u s e d
t h e p l a n e s o f H o w a r d H u g h e s . To d a y, t h e 3 5 , 0 0 0
square foot hangar is one of the largest open
f l o o r p l a n v e n u e s i n L A . Ev e r y O c t o b e r i t i s a l s o
t h e h o m e o f t h e We s t Ed g e D e s i g n Fa i r.
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The lack of 90 degree angles at planar
junctions, especially where seat and back
meet, and surfaces devoid of overt ornament
together define the purpose of the SAMOS
L OU N G E CH AIR by B ASE10 FU RN ITU RE .
This is a stable place to land.
www. b ase10f urni ture. co m

There is little to tell of WEST OF NOBLE’S
CASTE N A DA CHA IR . Simple lines. Ever so
slightly contoured back. Strong seat (with or
without cushion). Put together with classic
mortise and tenon joinery.
www.westof no b le. co m

It is quite possible that it might just be me
and my over-active imagination but I do
believe that the arms of WHYRHMER’S MID
CEN TU RY SERIES N O. 6 are reaching out.
A chair should do that, to reach out and pull
you into a comfortable embrace.
www.whyrhymer. co m

TRENDS @
W ESTEDGE

“

FURNITURE
SEEMS TO
BE MOVING
MORE
TOWARD
STRONG,
CLEAN
FORMS
MOTIVATED
BY PURPOSE

A a child of the 1980s I can safely admit to
having an infatuation with Chairy. For those
who know what I’m talking about, you’re
smiling. For those who don’t, I assume it will
not make sense when I say that the OCULUS
CH AIR , one of CA R L HA N SE N A N D SON ’ S
masterpieces, is how I picture Chairy after a
serious make-over.
www. carlhansen. co m

Who doesn’t feel the Need for Speed?
Sometimes it might be while strapped into
a fast car. Sometimes it’s while noshing on
chips and guacamole bar side. The AERO
B ARSTOOL designed and constructed by
TEL EG EN IC CH AIRS might just be the
ticket. Or it may get you a ticket.
www.telegeni ccali fo rni a. co m

Michaelangelo was once loosely quoted as
saying that he would carve away everything
from a block of marble that was not a
horse until he got a horse. The STEPHANIE
COL L ECTION designed by ALEXANDER
PU RCEL L RODRIG U ES uses the same
philosophy. Minus the marble that is. He
uses Euro-ply instead.
www. alexanderp urcellro dri gues. co m
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“
TREN DS @
W ES TEDGE

WHYRHYMER

WHEN I CAN
FEEL THE
HANDS OF
CARE AND
LOVE IN THE
ENGINEERING
OF A PIECE OF
FURNITURE:
THAT IS
LUXURY

TAY L O R D O N S K E R
DESIGN

CBM WOODWORKS

CBM WOODWORKS

WHYRHYMER
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SPOTLIGHT ON

TAYLOR DONSKER

TAYLOR DONSKER DESIGN

We fell in love with his bronze work on display. We
drooled over his corset joint. Here, we get to know the
Los Angeles based furniture designer.

ON WHO TO WATCH
Steven Haulenbleek, Stefan
Thoreen, Christopher Allen

OPENING STATEMENT
Luxury is simply the ability to do whatever you want,
whenever you want.

ON MATERIALS
I have recently begun working with cast
bronze, and I would like to further explore the
opportunities that lie in casting metal. When I
speak to my local foundry, I ask them how we
can explore imperfections in casting, rather than
trying to create flawless sculptures.

DEFINING HIMSELF
Grain: Interlocking, meaning strong, yet also one of
the more difficult types to work.
Strength: Fearlessness, in the sense that I am willing
to attempt that which is unfamiliar, unnerved by the
possibility of failure.
Weakness: stubbornness, self explanatory.
Origin: A Samurai in 13th Century Japan
End: I hope to be buried in the crotch of a tree so that
one day my face may meet a sawyer.
ON 3-D PRINTING
I recently became fascinated with jewelry, and while
many have said that my corset joint is like jewelry
embedded in a tabletop, I am more interested in
the way jewelry alters our perception of the people
wearing it and the way that it makes those wearing it
feel differently about themselves.
3-D printing has advanced to allow the ability to print
precious metals and I am interested in utilizing that
technology to prototype jewelry designs with a similar
aesthetic to my furniture designs.
ON HERITAGE
California is in my DNA. My family has lived in LA for
two generations and I believe that has had a profound
influence on my taste. My grandfather began a
custom woman’s coat business in downtown LA just
after serving in WWII. He both ran the business with
20 employees and also designed the coats themselves.
His attention to detail and preference for high quality
furs and fabrics were key to his success and I feel that
I have him to thank for my similar sensibilities.
ON THE RAW EDGE
The raw edge reinforces the fact that wood is a
completely natural material, the product of a tree.
When I cast the raw edge in bronze, I am both
emphasizing this notion and honoring the memory of
it, like a statue of an iconic figure. When we remove
the raw edge, wood becomes dimensional lumber, less
about the material itself than the object that it is a
part of.

Bishop,

Brian

ON THE FUTURE
I’d like to work on large scale sculptural
commissions, continue working on custom
commissions, and further develop a product line
of signature furniture pieces. At some point I
think my background in Architecture will lead to
a holistic vision of a home designed, built, and
furnished solely by me and my company.
LAST WORDS
The furniture joint that describes me is ... Our
signature Corset, it is refined, functional, and
totally unique.
I can’t live without ... The ability to schedule my
week, month, and life by virtue of owning my own
business.
My guilty pleasure is ... I love a good drink,
whether it be a peaty Scotch or a peppery Mezcal
prepared neat with a splash of cool water.
On my bucket list is ... I want to own a California
Walnut Orchard where I can design and build
a home and a woodshop. It is such a romantic
notion of being able to live and work around all
stages of a tree’s life.
From my childhood I wish I still had ... I have a
fuzzy memory of being at the beach as a young
child, with a group of friends. I recall fishing a
fossil from the shore, bragging about it to all of
my friends, only to have a friend enviously throw
it back into the ocean. But on second thought,
maybe the memory is more valuable than the
fossil itself.
www.taylordonsker.com
twitter: @taylordonsker
instagram: @taylordonsker
facebook: taylor donsker design
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TRENDS @
W ESTEDGE

“

WHEN THE
QUALITY
OF THE
MATERIAL,
WHETHER
RECYCLED OR
POLISHED,
BOLDLY,
YET QUIETLY,
SPEAKS FOR
ITSELF ...
THAT’S STYLE

SHOPFLOOR DESIGN
www.shopfloorsf.com
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M AT T H E W F A I R B A N K D E S I G N
www.mfdnyc.com

B AY L Y A R T
www.baylyart.com

FRANK ALLART
www.frankallart.com

FINELL
www.finell.co

ORLEY SHABAHANG
www.orleyshabahang.com
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TRENDS @
WES TEDGE

“

THE TREND IN
FURNITURE,
TEXTILES, EVEN
HARDWARE AND
LIGHTING SEEMS
TO BE MOVING
EVEN CLOSER
TO COMPLETELY
PARED DOWN.
CLEAN LINES, NO
FUSS FURNITURE,
YET NO LOSS OF
LUXURY.

P O L Y G O N S T O R A G E TA B L E S
b y M AT T H E W L E C H O W I C K
www.matthewlechowick.com
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S POTLIGHT ON

CBM WOODWORKS

CASEY McAFFERTY

ON PAST LIVES
It wasn’t that I had woodworking in my blood, or that
I always knew what I wanted to do. What I did have,
was a father who always taught me the value of using
my hands to build, create, and fix. As a New York City
Firefighter, and a father of 5 children, my father was
a jack-of-all-trades, and I was always his assistant.
Whether it was plumbing, masonry, or metal work, my
father did it all! Woodworking was the medium that I
felt closest to and had the passion to continue.
ON MATH
Math skills translate to everything in life. Math helped
with both banking and woodworking. I’m just thankful
I had a great education.
ON HIS DESIGNS
One word - simplicity. Using traditional quality joinery
to connect clean, bold lines, to make beautiful and
functional furniture.
ON TRENDS
I always try to keep up with the newest designs and
furniture. I think the only way to stay successful as a
furniture maker, is to continuously evolve, and keep
pushing your level of design ... But the whole plumbing
pipe legs trend has to go.
ON WHO TO WATCH
Too many to list them all! But two in particular would
be Greg of “West of Noble” and Garrett of “GN
Woodwork” they both make and design inspiring
furniture. There are so many talented craftsmen
out there. I think this new world of Social Media,
specifically Instagram, displays this regularly.
ON LUXURY
Luxury for me, specifically in this time of my life, is
waking up, having a coffee with my wife, then riding
my bike to work and doing something I love all day
long. Coming from the busy life of commuting to
Manhattan everyday, this change of lifestyle is indeed
a luxury in itself
ON MATERIALS
Currently I am building a collection inspired by the
ancient Japanese technique of Shou-Sugi-Ban. It is the
process of taking raw wood, torching it to a specific
char, then wire brushing to take off the disposable ash
pieces and finishing with Tung oil. The torching creates
a natural finish, which is bug and weather repellent.
It’s a tedious process, but the end result is a beautiful
black finish with unending character.

ON THE FUTURE
I have a collection called “Drought” that I will
be launching shortly before the New Year. It will
feature functional furniture pieces that bring
awareness to the drought we are experiencing
here in California, and ways we can conserve
water. All of the pieces will be Charred Black with
a torch to represent dryness, and turquoise inlays
will be used to represent the dwindling water.
Eco-wise wool, Grey Glass, and Brass will also
work their way into the collection.
LAST WORDS
The furniture joint that describes me is ... The
Dovetail. It illustrates great craftsmanship and
timeless joinery and furniture. Classically, a
hidden joint, I show them in my furniture for a
modern twist.
I can’t live without ... Good Coffee is something
I can’t seem to live without. Even at times in my
life where I am struggling to pay the bills, I will
still find myself at a small, artisinal coffee shop,
spending upwards of $5 on a small cup of coffee.
My guilty pleasure is ... Watching TV shows
like American Pickers, Pawn Stars, and Antique
Roadshow. I have an extreme fascination of
finding out the history of old relics and what their
value is.
On my bucket list is ... Hiking the John Muir trail
with my wife Briana.
From my childhood I wish I still had ... A prewar Stanley number 5 Hand Plane used for
woodworking that my grandfather gave me when
I was younger. He didn’t give it to me because
I was into woodworking, I just thought it looked
cool and was fun to play with. Uncovering it again
when I really got into woodworking was such a
treat. Unfortunately I misplaced it on my move to
the west coast 1.5 years ago.
www.cbmwoodworks.com
instagram: @cbmwoodworks

Back in my designing days it wasn’t
uncommon for clients to have simply no idea
what they wanted. Or, for that matter, what
they liked. They liked Chinoiserie. They
liked shapes. They liked florals. If only TRES
TINTAS BARCELONA’S DAMASKO MURAL
represented by N EWWAL L had have been

around back then.
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www. newwall. co m

There is something a bit “Warhol-ian”
about the work of San Clemente artist JP
G REEN WOOD once you consider that he
has the ability to take the most innocuous of
items and give them a new sense of depth.
Take M OB IL CAN . It forces you to rethink
every item in your grandfather’s garage.
www. j pgreenwo o d. co m

Having actually been the target of AMY
B EN TON ’ s lens a number of times I can

tell you that she has a way of pulling
out a certain Je ne sais quoi from nearly
any scenario. Finally she’s making that
superpower available to the general public
through her L IL Y PREU SS STU DIO .
www. li lyp reuss. co m

TRENDS @
W ESTEDGE

“

PERSONAL
VISION
EVERYWHERE.
AS DESIGNERS
AND ARTISTS
WE ARE
MOVING
TOWARDS
A MORE
AUTHENTIC
PRESENTATION

Wouldn’t it be fun to paper a room in
something that made the guests in home
stop and stare at your walls for awhile?
And then to ask them what they see while
touching the end of your pen to the corner
of your mouth? PH IL OM EL A is way ahead of
you. How does that make you feel?
www. p hi lo melasweb . co m

If you want your decor to say “I’m sharp”,
“I’m enlightening”, “I’m romantic”, or “I’m
King Midas”, you may want to take a look
into the WS. 1 SCON CE by designer JENIFER
JA N N IE RE . I’m fairly certain it says “I’m all
of the above”.
www. j eni ferj anni ere. co m

I’m always on the look out for the
connective tissue of every design show I
attend. Throughout this year’s WestEdge,
that particular thread was the theme of
transit. If you don’t believe me, take a look
at the ORB FIXTU RE by SCH M ITT DESIG N .
Tell me it doesn’t remind you of roadside
lighting. See? I told you.
www. schmi ttdesi gn. co m
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CONCENTRIC wall sconce
by ROB ZINN for BLANKBLANK
www.blankblank.net
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HALO CHANDELIER
by J. L I S TO N D E S I G N
www.jlistondesign.com

TRENDS @
W ESTEDGE

“

AS DESIGNERS
WE ARE ALWAYS
LOOKING FOR
UNIQUE WAYS TO
INTEGRATE TRENDS
WITHOUT BEING
CAUGHT IN A WEB
OF TEMPORARY

H A L O L A M P b y K J A R TA N
OSKARSSON STUDIO
www.kjartanoskarsson.com

OBLIQUE RING PULL
by ARMAC MARTIN
www.armacmartin.co.uk
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